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Enclosed herewith are ? copies of the report of 
SA ROBERT T. PTELDHOUSE, dated 8/13/54 , at NY. 

The subject appeared at INS, NYC on 5/25/54 and 
gave a sworn statement concerning his background and activities. 



the subject 



was the Attorney representing 



b6 

b7C 



A review of the record of the sworn statement discloses 
that no pertinent new information was developed during the 
questioning of the subject. A copy of the subject*s sworn 
statement was obtained from INS and is being retained as an 
exhibit in the subjects case file. 



On 7/19/54* the subject appeared at the NYQ 
adv i sed th at he was disturbed because his friend. 



and 
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claimed that he and his wife had been arrested by 
the FBI on 7/li|/54 on suspicion of espionage on the part of 
the Soviet Union. The subject indicated that bec ause he hag 
been under investigation, he wanted to tell aborrhl 
alleged arrest and his association with| 



It is noted that 



represented the subject 



when the subject appeared at INS, NYC and is also one of the 
partners in a real estate and insurance firm, Orman and 
Michelson, where the subject is presently employed. 



It was determined that ! | in actuality was 

approached by Bureau Agents on 7/14/54 in connection with the 
Potential Security Informant Program. 

On 7/21/54* the subject was r f»r>r» an? 

additional information he might have concerning! I 

The subject said he was unable to give any reason 

..... *1 27 * 1 * . * ... 



would have f or fabricat ing a story about his arrest but in 
his opinion, I I had some definite plan in mind. 
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Letter to Director 
TffY 105-321*4 

According to the subject* is a heavy 

drinker and is usually drinking throughout the day , both 
in his office and in bars. 

The foregoing has not been included in attached 
report since it is not believed that it is pertinent to 
instant investigation. 

Xt is • ftynther note d that the subject acted as an 
informant for t-»i T I mentioned in attached report, 

from December, 19*1-6 through February, 1947, and was paid 
about ; |60 per week during this period. It is further to be 
noted that the subject was also furnishing information to 
G-2, US Army at that time according to information previously 

reported. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 



REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN 


NEW YORK 


8/l3°M 



T.TLB CHANGED 



VLADIMIR JACOB STEPANKOWSKY, was: 
"Step” 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE _ REPORT MADE BY 

19 21 , 27 ; * \* R0BERT FIELDHOUSE jtb 



CHARACTER OP CASE 

PANKOWSKY, was: > INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



“Referral/ Consul 

/ yr ' 





Subject assisted T-l, of known reliability, from December, 

I9I4.0 through. February, 19k-7 by obtaining information on Slavic 
organizations and individuals active in Slavic groups.. Subject, 
in a personal history summary, dated 10/1%/L\.6 t indicates he 
was critical of Russian regime and in the 1930’s was 
unsuccessfully approached by an unknown Soviet Agent who 
attempted to enlist his services. 
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DETAILS: .. 

The title of this report is being marked "changed" 
to include the subject’s true full name, VLADIMIR 
JACOB STEPANKOWSKY, as contained in Immigration and Naturalization 
Service records. New York City and the alias, !, STEP n , by which, 
name the subject was known to T-l, of known reliability* 
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Mr* HARRY SCHHEIDERMAH , 5ll|- West lll^th Street, 

Hew York City, advised on July 6, 1954 that he was formerly 
connected with the Ameriearu-Jewish. Committee, Hew York City and 
around 1935 had some 'contact with the subject when the subjects 
services were 'usedby 'the Committee. According to SCHHEIDERMAH, 
JAMES H,' N BECKEE, Chicago, Illinois, sent him a letter around 
1935 stating that he had been Called upon by STEPAHKOWSKY who 
claimed that a Russian Orthodox priest in Chicago by the name 
0&3ERCHOVSKY possessed information on the ’’Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion*’’ SCHHEIDERMAH characterized the—UZion Protocols” 
as a book published in Russia around 1903 alleged to be the 
minute s~of a secret meeting of the Elders during which plans 
for world congest were made* 

The American Jewish Committee was interested in 
establishing that the ’’Zion Protocols” were a forgery and 
the Committee was about to publish a book by HERMAH~BERHSTEIH 
refuting the “Protocols.” The subje ct was utilized as an 
interpreter when SCHHEIDERMAH and BERNSTEIN contacted the 
Russian priest, BERCHOVSKY, at which time some corroborative 
material was obtained. The subject persuaded the American 
Jewish Committee to use him in obtaining further information 
at the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. SCHHEIDERMAH 
said that the subject was given expense money for the research 
work at the Library of Congress and he prepared a story 
written in a jocula r ve in which proved to be worthless to 
the Committee. SCHHEIDERMAH at this point was not confident 
of the s\ab ject’s good faith and their association was terminated. 

SCHHEIDERMAH stated he possibly was in contact with 
the subject about a dozen times in 1935 after the subject 
returned frcm Chicago to assist the American Jewish Committee* 

He said the sub ject remained in Hew York and to his knowledge 
had no employment at that time* The only money paid to the 
sub ject was for expenses in connection with the research work 
he had done in Washington, D.C. SCHHEIDERMAH indicated that 
he knowsl nothing concerning the subject’s political beliefs 
or his associations during the period he was assisting the 
American Jewish Committee. 
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T-l, of known reliability, was interviewed on 
July 7, 1954- and July 12, 1954- and he stated that he first 
became acquainted with the subject, who he knew as "STEP" , 
around 194-6 and has had occasional contact with him since 
that time. According to T-l, the subject is a very likeable 
person in many respects and is a canny and resourceful 
individual. T-l said the subject is philosophically middle 
of the road but inclined to be critical of "rightists •" 

T-l said that the subject's past in Europe suggests 
that he was sedulously concerned with political maneuvering 
to obtain Ukrainian independence and the subject apparently 
played a fairly important role at one time. He believes that 
abroad ihe subject was opportunistic in his dealings with 
various countries in order to obtain his nationalistic goal 
for the Ukraine. 

Around 194-7* T-l observed the subject on one 
occasion entering the offices of the Anti Defamation League 
and on one other occasion inside the office of the Anti 
Defamation League, ■which indicated to him that STEPAIUCOHSKY 
had some sort of an assignment with the Anti Defamation League. 

T-l stated that information had come to his 
attention that the subject was at one time cooperating with the 
American Jewish Committee in obtaining information on Slavic 
organizations and individuals active in these groups. 
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T-l has no reason to believe that the subject was 
ever involved in espionage or intelligence activities on 
behalf of Russia* T-l indicated that although he believes 
STEPANKOWSKY would sell information to almost anyone, he 
does not think the subject would supply information to the 
Soviets* 

resume 

The following personal hi3tory/of the subject 
was obtained from T**l : 
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?New York, Octi • . 

STORY (in brief)./ • : ■ . 



"1S8$-19Q3 

'■.:,■■■ ‘ '"Born. In 1885, in Podolia, in the Ukraine,.! received 
ny education in the 'classical gymnasim* in Izmail on the . . - 



iUIi .iii UIAU — ”7- •. ; , ~ k -'- , , • 

Danube (in Bessarabia) and in Nemirov (in Podolia), and then 
studied. mathematics -and later,, law at the University Kiev. . 

"1903-1903 ; Yt'.'. -.-.i - \ 

"While still a student I. became, identified with the 

' activist' wing of the M$W ; m •' 
ioined the tRUP* (the REVOLUTIONARY ■tTOTO'IARK), founded-.; . 
three years earlier-, " This party was the orfeinal nucleus from 
which the: whole: Ukrainian (Rational. Movement; of* 
has grown and developed. By 1905 I was a memcer of the Qentral 
Committee of that clandestine- body which, vigorously fought for 
the freedom of the Ukraine. I personally organized many of 
its secret activities, including a. chain of undergro’ind print- 
ing presses; - and, on various occasions I crossed the borde 
intd Austria. where' the RUP. printed its revolutionary tracts ... 
and newspapers which then were smuggled back into Russia. 

"The work of tills group was carried botdin the field 
of underground organization, and in the domain Jj 
The mounting wave of revolutionary movement, m Czarist Russi 
was adquirfeg a Marxian : outibok : Whereas ^ 

we accepted certain aspects of the Marxian doctrines, - re sis . . 
ted its fundementals. We have been stressingthe feeling of 
Nationality with which we were strongly ; imbued. This caused .. 
a deep; cleavage between ourselves and the Kuscoy.be revolu- , . 

- tionaries, who . denied the principle of nationality and werey 
heading: for pure communism which, we suspected;, was but a new 
form of Muscovite imperialism. - 
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"After an arrest which promised to banish me for life to 
Siberia I escaped in 1907 and fleeing the Ukraine, settled 
for a time in Geneva^. Switzerland. ^ -Then, ^ 

Paris and later in the same year moved to. London, England, -| 

"1908-19111 . , ,. ■ w| 

. . "London had become my headquarters for the next 6 or 7 | 

years . (up to the outbreak of World -War^ 

Ukrainian Movement completely escaped notice- of the wide world, 

So I conceived a plan of building it up into an international j 

problem with which governments of the world would have to occu- 
py themselves. ' I was a pioneer in this field, and so the . ! 

' beginnings were often disheartening. However,' I won over to : 

my viewpoint; a Ukrainian journalist: in Vienna' anbvanlher ; 

Ukrainian emigre who then resided in Paris. Together', we began ' ' 
to work trying to interest foreign governments in the , j 

> cause of the liberation .of the Ukraine. The ^Austria-: ' - ! 

Hungary, which was directly menaced, by Russia was the first to . 
respond, When certain articles of. mine appeared in the London : 

. press, the' Austrian^Embassy in/London/ an. . : 

intermediary; In the course of time this led to a very close , 

contact between, me and the Austrian diplomats. - I was , invited ' . i 
to come to Vienna, and then met Archduke Francis Ferdinand 1 

who expected soon to become Emperor of Austria. , ■ , . ' i 

"However, I realized that, Austria was too weak to stand ; 
against Ozarist Russia, alone. I tifrefore tried sc. interest 
the Germans in the Ukraine cause. I sought.a contact with . ■ ; 

ther. and finally met and became very friendly with a secretary j 

of ■ the, German Embassy In London, Dr. ■_ 1 ; ' I 

, "The Germans were receptive in as far as the Polish | 

angle -of. the Ukrainian question was concerned. Although / , ' j 

Poland was still divided between Germany, Austria and : ; i 

Russia, the, Germans already feared the Poles and were : \ ; 

interested in weakening them. In some contiguous parts, where ' j 

the Ukrainians and Poles lived side by side, there was a , i 

great' deal of . friction between the two peoples . Thus the - ■ , ‘ , ! 

' Germans felt that, by supporting the Ukrainians, they would , i 
get rid of the Polish menace, As for the anti-Kuscouvite 
angle, which was. the only one that interested me - for,, as a 
liberal progressive Ukrainian I sought friendship with the j 

Poles, who as a nation were just as much oppressed as we were- | 

the Germans proved completely unresponsive, , : Von Schibers ! 







It 10?-: 



"ridiculed my idea that war between Germany and Russia was 
imminent. . When one day, somewhat exasperated, I told him 
that 'before two years elapse you' 11- have war with Russia! ■; , ; 
he burst out in an almost insolent laughter. He said relations 
between the two nations were ■ traditionally friendly, and they 
had never been friendlier than then, in 1912, when our conversa- 
tion took place and when, besides, I had published a pamphlet, 
making the same , statement predicting the outbreak of she war in 



' "However, Schubert who, as said, became personally friend- 
ly with me, suggested my visiting various prominent Germans , 

. who were regarded as authorities on Russia, and he gave me 
introductions to them. I had thus made several trips to Berlin 
. meeting those Germans and talking to them.; ; ;;^ .Prof. ' : 

^Hoetzuh.who was regarded as .the greatest Gekan^ 

' on^ussia .and. whom ‘-I ■: iC6ufidA : -pre'tty’’ r du^ ' ■ " ■ ' ; 

V r . ‘ ■■■'■' h - V/ 

. , l^^levertheless;, 1 . ' I was becoming well known in- certain impor t- 
... ant German circles as a. man with rather goofy ideas which, 
however, puzzled them somewhat. t .t . : 

"I also had around me, in London, a certain number of 
* Englishman who gradually came, to see eye to eye with me on that 
Ukrainian problem. 1 ' ’ ■ 1 . . . , 

. L "During 'all.:this 'time. I maintained;. close ^underground - 

tact with my countrymen in Kiev, many of whom came, abroad to 
visit me. For my living, I worked on various Ukrainian and 

■ l •h'U h • 1 a « 4* Dnoci nvi /4nn”lTr a^P 'hi' 



Russian newspapers ( including the.;- 1 argest Russian daily of the 
time, the fRusskoye Slovo' of Moscow), - as their London 
correspondent. .) 

"191L-1917 . V\ : v - 

' - , "On the eve of the outbreak of the war, Aug. -1st, •; 

- 1 left London and, with many difficulty s, penetrated into 1 
Austria which then held ‘.the Ukrainian province of Galicia. t 
However, the Czar 1 s troops made quick advances, so a few -days 
after my arrival in Lwow, 1 had to beat it so as not to be 
caught by the Russians. . I came . to Vienna, and then went on a ; 
mission; to. Rumania where 1 Count Czernin.was the Ambassador of 
Austria. The . Austrian- foreign; '-Minister introduced. me 

to Czernin, but - ■ as I have been forseeing all along - Austria, 
already in that early stage of the war 1 was becoming completely ; 
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1 / "prostrate. I was introduced to Queen Marie of Rumania. and ■. 

■, presented her with a memorandum on Ukrainian Question, but most 
important of all - I net there in Bu<fea ! stv£;&em 
%Roselius, who was. active on behalf of’ 'the': Schw.er^^^ \ 

. hecap^erj friendly with Roselius. On leaving Bucarest I’ 1 ■ 

;• way returned for a time. ftp' Vienna andthen^^ 

I succeeded in crossing over into ^Switzerland, 

: Switzerland,; in .the: City ;of . Lausanne, ; Y founded ;h^; , ■^aini^■; ■ ■ 

I' Bureau* intending to raise the Question of multi -nationality of 

j" : " Russia before the eyes of the entire world. The First World i 

;• ’iar, it will be remembered* was fought jbr. 'freedom of nationalities*, 

: whereby chief ly /the Austrian nationalities were in ; the: Allied : . 

; ■ diplomats* minds. Thus England, while it oppressed the Irish, the 

; Egyptians, and the Hindus, fought for Czechs, Slovaks, and Foies; 

, and Czarist Russia which was composed of dozens of nationalities, 

; oppressed them ail, paraded as *one Russian people* valiantly 

fighting for the liberation of nationalities abroad. 

"It so happened' that. Von Schubert ’'^was. .ra^ijqint.ed ito-.-the ■ , 
German Legation in Berne, Switzerland, as Councillor. When he 
; saw me, he was really delighted, for here was my prediction ;; 

i ’ fulfilled: the war was on within the 2 year period I had set ' 

| for it, and Germany which he thought was on friendliest terms .. . ' ; : . 

| with Russia was actually at war with the latter. Prom this time 

j ■. on I had an unlimited confidence of the Germans, Thanks uo 
I ’. . Schubert and to the Schwere Industrie I was given, a very gen- 

erous financial support which enabled me. to develope my activi- 
ties in full. One by one I brought to Lausanne representatives 
of most of the nationalities within Russia: . Finns, Foies, ., 
Lithuanians, Jews, Georgians, . Latvians, Esthonians, etc. They 
all came to regard my Bureau as their center, 1 and some, ol _ them 
actually had their desks in it. The Independent Lithuainians; 
was hatched and evolved within the walls of my office. 

"In 1916 we organized almost, resounding 'First Congress 
! of Nationalities' in Lausanne, which produced a very, deep impress- ■ 
ion upon the contemporary world at war. while all the Austrian ■ .. 
nationalities were represented- such as Czechs, Slovaks, . "V : 
Creations, etc,,. for whom the world was supposed to be fighting 
- there were also ’there the/ repres'entativeh eM 
Irish, the Egyptians, the Catalns, the 3asques and all the : ■ 
Rationalities of Russia. The representative of. the Foies • 

Prof &edni chi) ; publicly embraced the delegate of Lithuania, .'. • 
the twl) supposedly unreconcilable nations— The Congress was ' / 
opened by a French general arid was presided over by a Belgian, ; 
Professorjffitlet,. v , V ' ; . '. .i 

r M *. I . ^ v ’hi 
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"The English at first were scandalized, then they 
realized that there, was nothing new in the Irish, Egyptian 
I or Hindu grievances, which were old and well known, 'whereas the force 
ful bringing: up of the Russian multi-national set-up was a revela- 
tion to the world and was, therefore, a. great contribution. Thus, ,, 
unofficially, they came to congratuaite me warmly on our 
achievement. 1 Iv ..■ 

.... "The. Russians, on the other hand, were genuinely ■ 
alarmed. Their agentrSwatkowsky came to me offering half-a-rcillion 
rubles if I organized >a second Congress, with stress, laid on 
' the out-of -Russia nationalities, and the multi -racial, character ■■ ' : 
of. Czarist Russia played down. ,• ' -.V y ' 

.■ "The Congress had. influenced Lenin«s thinking, who still ■; 
' persisted, in his lectures in Geneva, in preaching 'one v / 

individible Russia', disregarding her multi-racial composition. 

' When later he returned to Russia (in 1917, after the revolution) 
he introduced the idea of the • transformation of Russia into a 
Union of Soviet Rations'. } "v ■ ■'/.■ ; I'- ' ’ V- Vi- .I'V'-. ;.v 

"In; talking of ,Lehin, : - .the -Germans '^tha^ 
me in every point, including that sending of Lenin into Russia, ■, 
upon Mch..Ludendorf ! Insisted. ; However, I; madelthe^GeiMahs . ' 
understand, in unequivocal terms -then and on other occasions- , u'y. 
that 1 was not working for them, but for the Ukraine _ of which 
•' . 1 was a loyal son. They accepted my position, agreeing, that - 
because there was a momentary parallelism, between, the interests 
of the Ukraine's freedom, and their own, .German, interests- 
there could be a cooperation between us, up to a certain . ■ 

point. ■ 'vl'- ' - /l'.. . 

' "We, Ukrai liars, had certainly profitted from this coopera- 
tion, for Ozarist Russia's might was shattered by German blows, 
and. our own viewpoint had become better, known to the' world, at - 
: large; while the Germans, owing to us, were able to gain con- „ ■ ■ 
siderable moral prestige-of fighters for something better than 
just their crude imperialism. ", ; \U '/■ Ivy . ■- 

V . .^Towards the.. end of the; War iaiaer ;pffere<i'.me a high 
German, decoration, ' with a permanent pension for life attached to 
it, which . I bluntly rejected, informing him that, as he ought to : 
have gathered, I was not working for Germany, but for. the 
Ukraine. The^e were other Germans, and I speak here in. parti - 
cular of Bhrb^ortomberg, '..the. former German 'Minister i 
rip, Berne, Switzerland later in charge of the Eastern European 
y Di vi Si oti’TrTE? German Foreign Of f ;wip»l^^'as;aei ; ■- : 

; ; 
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"who .-when some . Ukrainian enemies of mine approached him and tried 
to : smear me by telling him- that I waS'aiti-German; -in^ ip,he^t,v - '. 
replied to them that he took -off. his hat" ' : 

that I was a' loyal to ny own native land, . l- y V 
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"In 1917, after sending off Dr 
Foreign /Minister of the Soviet Ukraine, 
me- in my Lausanne Bure.au .Imyse^^ the direction 

of. the' Ukraine, with a very important mission. The .Ukraine was' 
to declare herself independent, or she was to face an invasion . 
by the German. Army.- I travelled, through Germany and Sweden, and 
Was arrested . on , the, Finnish border , at Tornec-Eaparar.da, I was : \ 
brought to the. Russian General Staff in Petrograd (now .Leningrad), 
and was closely questioned for over a week, by a. group of M ■ 
Russian ■ generals under the presiaency of ■ Uen'^omahoWsky ( 

Chief of Staff) and GenAu’otapoff (the Grief or the Counter- 
Intelligence). Although* I did not disclose the nature of ny 
vision, my views 'were well known, and so Potapoff then tola . 
me that lyes, : of course, the Ukraine could become independent 
in the circumstances in which Russia was just then debating 
herself. . ' But, if she did declare her independence, then .the 
rest of Russia would Immediately place itself .under, the Ukraine's, 
authority. 'You couldrJ t. refuse so big an empire wishing . to" ■ 
.submit, itself to your rule. ' : v ■ ..- . h y 

"However, I was placed in the Petrograd jail known 
as 'Kresty' and was charged with nigh Treason, Leon Trotsky 
was my next-cell neighbor and we , daily. played chess, to beguile 
the. time,;.. Most of the first Bolsheviks were there in the 
: 'Kresty' , with the' exception of Lenin who managed to hide in h 
Petrograd and in Finland. The. other outstanding group, of 
inmates consisted of Czarist Ministers, generals and other dig- 
nitaries of all sorts, ..--.h. y. . ' 

"From 'Kresty*. I managed to communicate with ay 
Ukraini an friends,'. and also by playing adroitly on secret ,■ . 
enmity to Kerensky regime, with which:;my^ 
were imbued: to . the core, I managed to have myself expelled . 
from Russia, , ins te ad ■ of being shot as a traitor. 7 : Thus, whi le . . 

the Bolsheviks were already fighting in the streets, I was - . . 
taken under guard to Archangel, by rail. The® I found myself _ 

urider ; a seni -British regime. 1 was sent away on board the 
SS. Dvinsk, still as a prisoner.' He made a very rough 20 day . : 

trip, over the Polar Circle to avoid the German submarines ^ 
when we touched the tewcastle-or.Tyne, I persuaded the British ' 1 : 
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"Military Control of the Post to .take .'me; off the, boat# The 
British were first very reluctant to do so. ’ . The war was on and 
I didn't even possess a slip of paper which, could establish ay ' ; 
identify. However, my. knowledge of English, plus the fact that ■ 

I formerly lived in England, ■ came to my assistance. -n ‘ , ' V - 

"1 was allowed, to proceed to London on condition that 
I report immediately to Mr. Holder. Porter of the Hone Office. 

When Holden Porter heard my full story, he becarae so interested - 
that not only did he give me an au^graph letter on Home ' 
Office, stationery,, to serve as a sort of temporary passport, ; ; 
but he asked, me- besides whether, I 'would consent to talk to 
someone , from the Foreign Office., I was : ip'f^tvthe first English- 
speaking arrival from, Russia who. could tell; : thedf^lis^ 
what was going on in Russia, Besides, my Ukrainian problem 
was now something to think about; it was now a reality, and 
there' was already a Ukraine which had- declared its independence. 
from the Bolshevik Russia. Instantly, I became the most sought- 
after person in London. Messengers on motorcycles 'On His . ’ . 

Majesty's Service', came one after another to my hotel asking- 
me to. please say if I could see so and so, or so and so . I have 
thus had very long conversations with practically everybody 
in the Foreign Service, including the Foreign Secretary himself, ; 
Mr, Balfour, and also wi th all - the chiefs at , the; .General Staff , 
including Gen. Robertson, who was at she, head of it. They ail 
. -wanted to know about the' Ukraine, about Russia, about the Bol- 
sheviks and the Revolution. Their state of knowledge about all - 
these things was, I found, in a pretty deplorable stats. ; 

"Finally a plan was worked out whereby I would be sent , . 
into thedUkraine. immediately. , England was: -tp-:^ ; 

Ukraine' s independence and to give a. large loan to the Ukrainian 
Go®rhment. However, whsithe question came of how to land me . , ; 
in the Ukraine, ...technical difficulties arose. They thought of 
sending me in -a 'warship, to the Near East, from where. I would. 
seek access to the Ukraine by traveling on camels, in the direc- 
, tion of the Caucasus. The drawback of- the plan consisted in the 
fact that the trip would be exceedingly long while the events 
were developing very fast. The Germans were taking advantage ' of , 
the situation and were already on she point of signing a separate 
treaty of peace with the. Ukraine, at Brest-litovsk. ■ . ; ■ , 

■ "I therefore suggested to the British that they put me ., . 
back in Switzerland and, from Switzerland, I would find my way. 
of penetrating into the Ukraine , via Germany. They agreed to it 
. and in the, end, and while the Germans were somewhat suspicious ' .■ 
and searched me very throughly on the border, I still managed to 
reach the Ukraine. ; : d' , ' d,’ 
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’'When X came to Kiev (March, 1918), the Germans were 
already there, chasing the rest of the Bolsheviks from the 
eastern outskirts of the Ukraine* They were there as supposed 
friends of the Ukrainians, but their actions were marked by 
proverbial clumsiness* They drove away the democratically- 
elected Ukrainian government with which they had just signed the 
Brest-Litovsk treaty ('which, by the way, had * invited* them-; 
to come to the Ukraine), and they had placed~3kobropadsky/ in 
the place of the original government# All these events were 
taking place before my eyes, and there was no means of persua- 
ding Gen* Eichorn and Gen# Groener to try and act in a more 
reasonable manner# 

"I marked my time and waited till Skorapadsky would 
establish himself more or less firmly* Then I approached him 
and hinted to him that, if he tried to act not as a puppet of 
the Germans, but as, say, a semi-independent ruler, he would 
have the support and recognition of the British. I told him 
that Germans would lose the war* However, Skorapadsky was 
afraid, and so -after a four-months stay in the Ukraine - 
realizing that the situation there was temporarily 
becoming hopeless - I returned to Switzerland, via Berlin# 

While in Berlin, I told some of my German friends that they 
were making a mess of things, and that England would recognize 
the Ukrainian independence if they didn't interfere* These 
Germans (especially Herr Nadolny of the Foreign Office, who 
was then attached to the Reichskanzler ) heartily agreed with 
me, and blamed the mess on the military, enjoining me at the 
same time to do all I could to win over England to the 
recognition of the Ukraints independence* 

"On my return to Switzerland, tho English decided to 

act with caution# They thought that Switzerland, as a neutral 
land, should be the first to grant its recognition to the 
Ukraine# I had long conferences with Gen* Willie* then head 
of the Swiss Army* Finally, the Ukraine was allowed to open 
a legation in Berne, as a nation possessing a de facto indepen- 
dence# Things, however, went from bad to worse in the Ukraine 
with the Bolshevik Army steadily gaining ground while the British 
(and the French) let themselves be swayed by counter-revolutionary 
generals Denikin and Wrangle, who - by their cruelty to the 
population - had done more to further the cause of the Bolsheviks 
than anything else has* 
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"Presently Skorapadsky escaped to Switzerland, and I 
whitewashed him in the eyes of the British and the French, who 
agreed to meet him* now dimly beginning to re&lifce tfaat while 
Denikin and Wrangle campaigns were built on quick- sands, the 
Ukrainian national movement alone supplied a firm foundation 
upon which an anti -Bolshevik action could be built* 

"With the consent of the British (1 had to go to 
London to obtain that consent), the Germans granted a large 
subsidy to Skorapadsky who now went to Berlin establishing 
his headquarters there# This was the beginning of the build-* 
ing up for the future. 



" 1923-1927 

"Although Germany was now a Republic, and my friend 
Von Schubert occupied the post of the *Staatssecretaer* which 
was the highest permanent post in the Wilhelmstrasse) $ the 
rights st elements were plotting everywhere to overthrow the 
democracy which the German people undoubtedly enjoyed and cared 
for* At this time, having used up all the funds I had at my 
disposal for the purpose for which they were given me, I found 
myself destitute, with a family to support* X iirst mortgaged 
and then lost ohe house I owned in Lausanne (where my wife 
hails from)* Then engaging in business pursuits, I traveled 
extensively trying to make © living* I spent some time in 
Constantinople and in Turkey in general, buying scrap iron xor 
a Genoa firm but, in the main, I went into the promo ting of 
patents of invention* In tho3© years i chiefly moved betw* 
Italy and Germany, where I found many worthwhile inventions* 

I usually stopped in Munich, for a week or two, whore X had 
temporarily established ttj fatally with -• riendo who nuu 

offered us various facilities* 



"My reputation as a well informed man stood rather 
high at that time, and so people tried to speak to me wherever 
I went, discussing matters of international politics, intrigue 
and world trends* It was thus that I came in touch with the 
small Munich group of Nazis who wouldn’t let me stop in their 
city without trying to debate with me every point that then 
agitated the people. X wound up by knowing them all intimately, 
including. Ludendorff • The only exception was Hitler whom I 
could have^met any time, but wasn’t anxious to do so after what 
I heard about him from his friends* 
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"In Munich also I met Mons . Pacelli, the present 
Pope, who was then the Apostolic Nunzio to Bavaria, I was not 
in sympathy with the movement, and told them so openly, but 
they clung to me because I was able to tell them favorable 
things about Mussolini’s Italy which I visited constantly 
and admired to a degree* When a week or so later I would be 
in Berlin, I would tell my friend Von Scftibert - who was a 
Liberal - about the Munich group which he tended to underestimate 
and which I seriously warned him about# As time went on, I 
saw that the advent of the Nazis was a foregone conclusion, - with 
all the consequences that this would produce. I moved my family 
to Italy and began to think of leaving Europe for good* I was 
thirsty for new horizons# Europe, to me, was headed for a 
long period of turmoil without clear issue# The past, not 
yet dead, was gripping her, while formidable new vistas were 
opening up from the East# 

"1927-19i<.7 



n I long yearned to see America and was near going to 
the USA on several previous occasions# However, throughout 
the preceding years I w as too deeply involved in Europe end 
really could not afford to absent myself for a long period of 
time* However, in 1927, I came on a 6 months visit to this 
country and Canada, and then decided that I will try to move 
here for good# It took me another two years before I could 
make enough money to leave my family in security and to have 
a worthwhile proposition with which to start over here# 
Finally everything was ship-shape* I had an excellent patent 
under option, and a round sum in cash to support me* I carae 
hero in Sept* 1929* Foe RCA became immediately interested in 
the patent I had brought with me, and it seemed as if I might 
come to a business deal with them* However, soon the Wall 
Street crash came and a depression set in# Every thing ms 
delayed, while I kept on trying - and spending my money# 
Finally I became broke and things went bad* I was still 
fresh in this country, and ray knowledge of it was sketchy* 

I made many mistakes, - with the result that years passed, 
which I regard as having been almost a total loss to me* 

I say ’almost* for, at least, those years here have helped 
me gain a pretty good knowledge of this country# Also, in 
the time I could spare from various occupations designed to 
bring in a few miserly dollars, I have pushed forward my 
various studies which have been my hobby all ray life# 
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!, It has long been, iny^ddek.'thdtir'-p.erhapai^ ; 

1 grow to 1 be the. counterpart in this world to the Muscovite ideas 
' which were poisoning: the world and against which we, Ukrainians, 
fought. ?or not only Communism, but both Fascism and Kasisn 
too; have originated in Muscovy. The feeling grew in me that ' 
the fight we were w^ng' in the .Ukraine.. where, alone and without 
outside assistance, we resisted both Fascism and Bolshevism to 
the last, was fast be coaling a fight on a world-wide scale, and 
that tine would come when, all sync.hronizable elements would 
synchronize their efforts and the world at last would settle 
to a more, happy existence. ; . ; 

. "My past was occasionally.' catching up with :me. in- this - ■; 

) country. One day in 1932, Dr.j^iebbrahdt oame. as envoy of ^ 
tlf AlfreJiosenberg. , He had; some 'phoney deals; in mind, siich. as ...' 

V Mj^fo^roTvas^ of faked money. Then I had. letters from ... , . . 

/ close friends of Mussolini' urging me to go to the Pap East and . 

to put up a big organization over ; there, (na.tur ally . in the pro - , . 

Ms. sense)., . They added that, all the necessary funds, would be 
placed at . my disposal. I spurned all these ■.offers which..! ; v 
came from'powers destined to suffer 'an inevitable fiasco.- <uJth~ 

"In 1933, AlexandeMroyanowsky was appointed- Soviet 
: Ambassdor in Washington. I jfifew Troyanowsky from the days of 

myukrainian Bureau in Lausanne when, on occasions, I assisted 
him with funds. I dropped him a line and he invited me to see 
him.' We met a number of. times. .discussing; for hours'at aystritch - 
various problems connected with Russia. I was- open in my criti- ...- 
cism of the Eussian regime, and' privately he . admitted some / 

Of its weaknesses. Then, one day, I was approached by some 
Soviet agent whose name I never knew. This man. tried to, enlist • t 
my services, but,' we, quarrelled throughly^ -instead he deciding . '.'., .... 

that he realized how-deeply I hated : the Soviet regime. The guy j ; 

■ was pretty dumb anyway r * a narrow-minded 100$ Karxis t of the 
old school. ' . ■■ , ■ 1 .; -- ' ,v ) ; ■ . . V| 

■ "In the" c ours e, : of my studies I once became . puzzled with . . '.i 
the true origins of the^ Proto.cols of 'Zionil ^-The. .literature 
which dealt with that topic l:fouhd ;. s^loW;ahd: altogether ; ■ ■ . . 

unsatisfactory. When I reached certain conclusions of my own 
as to the origin of that. forgery, I approached some prominent 
Jews I knew, in Chicago and they put me' in touch with the Amer. 

Jewish ■Committee. An assignment resulted which enabled 
. me to go : into the study of the Protocols very throughly. = The . ■ . 

result of my research was somewhat startling, and the late . 

Henry Bernstein.,, who was' considered the greatest living authority 
on the Protocols had to admit that his theory was entirely wrong, 

: : v'- ■■■ "' A ■: -29- : v ' 
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"while mine was correct. However, since the Bernstein theory 
erihbled the Jews to win a couple of. 'law-' suits against Nazis 
(in Switzerland, and in S. Africa) , it. was haf -tacitly .agreed, 
between us that I hold out with the publication of my stuff 
for some years to cone. 

"The JewSswere throughly correct’ in their dealing with 
me, and this first contact' led to another. I met the late 
Miles&oldberg of the A nti -Defamation L eague, -.Chicago, who, 
push/a my way various, semi -liter arylad^research jobs which- 
enabled me to make a few dollars-. Thus, ' in 1939, I was in a 
position to make’ a very interesting trip to Europe on .the 
eve of the War, visiting; Germany, Austria, Italy and -Prance. 

On my return I embarked upon a sort of regular. collaboration 
with the Anti-Defemation League in New York, . and I, worked 
with tern for several years assisting them in uncovering Pro - 
Nazi activities in this country. In the . Course, of this, work 
several near-scoops were achieved, in spite of the fact that 
the ADL could only give me a very modest support. 

"I also became acquainted with some of the Government. 
Departments, occasionally. assisting them when they needed 

light thrown upon some of the their problems. 

"At the present time I have ho regular attachment. pf 
any sort, except that occasionally, some of my connections in 
this country may wish ie to help them in argiven case when that, 
pops up. 

"My family are still in Italy (wife and two grown 
up children), but I am trying, to bring them over as soon as we 
can manage the matter financially." 
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fin «Tn1v 1 . 1954, the subject was re- interviewed by 

SA| land the writer concerning the allegations 

made by LEONARD PATTERSON, as set out above* 

The subject claimed that he has never belonged to 
any Communist organizations or attended any Communist Party 
meetings* He denied ever being in the office of JACOB GOLOS 
or the "Nova Mir” at the National Headquarters of the Communist 
Party, United States of America, 50 East 13th Street, New 
York City* He also denied attending any organizational 
meetings with MICHAEL TKACH, Editor of the "Ukrainian Daily . 
News.” The subject said he always visited with TKACH at 
the offices of the ”Ukrainian Daily News” or occasionally 
had lunch with TKACH but he stated he never represented the 
"Ukrainian Daily News" or assisted TKACH with the publication 
in any manner* 

The subject claimed to have no recollection of 
ever meeting an individual named BORIS SKLAR and denied ever 
meeting DANIEL KASUSCHIK at the International Workers Order, 

80 5th Avenue, New York City. The subject also denied that 
he had attended a Communist Party conference in the Finnish 
Hall in New York City in 1933* 

According to the subject, he left New York City 
for Chicago, Illinois approximately 2 or 3 months prior to 
the opening of the Chicago World 1 s Fair in 1933* There, 
he was employed at the Ukrainian Pavilion ha nd ling fund 
collections and publicity. He made one trip to New York City 
from Chicago prior to 1935 when he returned to New York for 
permanent residence* 

The subject stated that he remained in New York City 
from 1935 to 1939 except for a brief trip to Washington, D.C. 
in connection with some research work he had undertaken for 
the American Jewish Committee* 
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INFORMANT : 



/ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



• v ■ Date of Activity Agent to Pile No. 

Identity : And/or Description ; 

of Source of Information Received Furnished Located 

Subject' reported 7/7-12/54 .. SA ROBERT Instant 

& A AU .fll Atai r » il ' ’ *> '' i l ■ 'm 4 •- 4PVV*A*VMW.. •. r * - J < 



info on Slavic 
organizations 



T. FISLDHOUSE' report 



LEADS ; . 
NEW YORK 



New York., New. York. 



Will; interview] 

Brooklyn, ' New York, concerning the suoje.ct. 



;.v; -b6 



' Will await completion of investigation abroad ■ r b7c : 
prior to considering; re-interview with the subject, 



, REFERENCE:' ' Report of SA .ROBERT ,f. FIELDH0US2, ' ' 



■ Bulet, 

Detroit let to Director, 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 
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NEW YORK 



DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
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9/30/54 9/l3,l5j2l/5ii- ROBERT T* FIEEDHGUSE 



"VLADIMIR JACOB' STEPANKOWSKY, was 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



EMIL REVYTJK interviewed 9/15/54 and stated he does not 
consider subject a Communist or Communist sympathizer and has 
no knowledge of subject ever belonging to any groups or 
organizations* RBVYUK has no reason to believe subject furnished 
information to the Communists or Soviets in the past* 
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DETAILS: Mr* EM^REVYUK, 61-42 78 th Street, Middle Village, 

Queens, New York, was interviewed on September 15# 

1954* REVYUK was the editor of ’‘Svoboda* from 1920 to 1945 
when he retired* He has been acquainted with the subject since 
about 1913* 

REVYUK first met the subject in London around 1913 
and again in the United States in the 1920* s when STEFANKOWSKY 
was involved in patent promotion of Italian and German inventions. 
In the late 1920*8 the subject contacted REVYUK, offering to 
sell his library of rare books which he had in Switzerland. 

A year or so later, the subject had disposed of his books 
to another party, but approached REVYUK with a colonization - j 
scheme designed to bring Ukranian immigrants to Peru* REVYUK 
did not consider the idea feasible and refused to cooperate 
with the subject in carrying out the plan. 
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Beginning around 1935 when the subject returned from 
Chicago, Illinois, REVYUK and the subject became mote closely 
associated and hs$& been in frequent contact with one another 
since that time. 

REVYUK indicated that their friendship has been 
social in nature based on mutual intellectual interests. He 
considers the subject to be an intellectual and to have a 
great facility for mastering languages. He said the subject 
speaks Italian, German,- French, Russian, Ukrainian, and English. 

REVYUK characterized STEPAHKOWSKY as a person with an 
original viewpoint who does not follow blindly any particular 
point of view. 

According to REVYUK, the subject Is the son of a 
priest and in his early life, lived in a period when that class 
was well off and led a liesurely existence. With this background, 
REVYUK stated the subject cultivated very highly the social 
graces and characteristics of the nobility and that he Is able 
to chat endlessly in conversations with his associates. He Is 
greedy for company and a man n built for comfort 8 and one who 
does not like to strain himself* 

In the opinion of REVYUK, STEBAUKOWSKY has always 
favored Ukranian independence from Russia, but It was 
STEPANKOWSKY* s belief that it could not be accomplished* 
and he did not agree with many of the Ukranian nationalists 
visiting the United States whom STEBAiTKOlJSKY regarded as politicians* 
He disliked the leaders of the Ukranian nationalist movement 
in the 1930* & primarily because he considered them to be 
fascist in sympathy. 

. REVYUK said that STEPANKGWSKY is not a Communist or a 

\ Communist sympathizer although he has, on occasion in the past* 
v said something favorable about some good being accomplished 
in Russia under Communist rule* He has, at times, been 
critical of the United States and the errors made by its leaders 
in dealing with world problems. He has been disappointed with 
the United States for not making a better showing against Russia 
and Communism and has been critical of the United States 
Government for lacking proper leadership. 
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In the opinion of REVYUK* the subject has been 
opposed to Russian expansion and is against war* The subject 
was strongly pro -ROOSEVELT and he believes in democratic 
principles and parliamentary procedures. 

REVYUK does not recall the subject ever expressing 
j a sympathy for the Communist movement in the United States and 
REVYOK said the subject considered Communism in this country 
to be a hopeless cause. 

The allegations of espionage and Communist activity 
on the part of the subject were discussed with REVYOK and 
he replied that the allegations are preposterous and that he 
could not understand how the subject could have led a double 
life. REVYUK indicated that the subject had, at no time in 
his presence, made any statements suggesting that he could have 
played such a role. He said STEPANKOWSKY has never belonged 
to any clubs or organizations since he disliked to play politics 
and had no interest in belonging to any groups. 

According to REVYOK, STEPANKOWSKY would not even 
attend Ukranian meetings and had to be dragged by his friends 
in order to get him to listen to a speaker. Political 
activities were like a circus to STEPANKOWSKY, REVYOK said. 

Concerning the allegation STEPANKOWSKY was in the 
i early 194-0’ s furnishing information to JACOB GOLOS or MICHAEL 
TKACH, REVYOK stated that he knew of nothing of value to the 
i Russians or Communists that STEPA1IK0WSKY would have access to. 

\ REVYOK said he has no knowledge that STEPANKOWSKY did or did 
not help TKACH or that he ever furnished information of an 
intelligence value to the Gommunists or the Soviets. 

In the middle 1930* s when the subject was arrested 
in connection with a business failure, REVYUK obtained a lawyer 
for him. Through the assistance of the lawyer furnished by 
REVYUK, the subject secured his release. 

In connection with the above arrest, REVYOK said he 
was recently told by NICHOLAS-CEGLINSKY , that at the time the 
subject was arrested, Ihe subject phoned CEGLINSKY and 
MICHAEL TEACH for assistance. It is REVYUK* s understanding 
that the subject did not know MICHAEL TKACH, 
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editor of the tJkranian Daily News, at that time because TKA.GH 
then contacted CEG-LOrSKY and asked who STEPANKOftSKY was. 

REVYUK indicated that it was ironic that STEPANKGWSKY 
would contact MICHASSL- TKACH at the Ukrainian Daily News, a 
Coinoimiat publication* and also call himself and NICHOLAS 
CEGLINSKY who had different sympathies. REVYUK bene^s the 
TJkranian Daily Hews also sent a lawyer to help ST®AMO¥SKXj 
but that this lawyer did not actually assist in the subject's 
defense since the subject's release was obtained through the 
assistance of the lawyer sent by REVYUK. 

REVYUK was unable to explain why the subject would 
seek the help of the editor of the Ukranian Daily News except 
that while the subject was in jail, he was desperate and would 
call on anyone who could possibly help him. 

REVYUK said that NICHOLAS CMLINSKY is a long time 
friend of the subject and was, in the 19i|D*s, editor of the 
"Narodna Volya* and at one time prevented this paper from 
falling into the Communists’ hands* 

It is to be noted that I l Immigration 

and Naturalization Consultant, Detroit, Michigan, when 
interviewed in July, 19$k> stated he^ was intro.duced to the ■ . 

subject in 1933 by one. CYGANSKLf-a liaison officer between ; 
the Communist Party and nationality front groups in the New - , / , 

York City area, who said the sub lee t was Sh active Communist, 

Party member. H© also said that! r active 

members of the Ukranian Section of the Communist Party, were 
close associates of the subject* 

The indices of the New York Offic e failed to d isclose 
any reference to individuals named CYGAN SKE | | be 

b7C 

’’Svoboda”, previously mentioned, is a Ukranian 
daily newspaper published in Jersey City, New Jersey. 
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MISCBhLANEQIJS 



ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



No effort Is being made to interview I H 

concerning the subject since EMIL REVYUK advised that I 
recently moved to Caracas, V e nezuela to establish permanent 
residenc e* A lead was set out In referenced report to interview 



LEAD 

MEW YORK / 
jyS 

At New York* New York 

Will await completion of investigation abroad 
prior to considering reinterview with the subject* 



REFERENCES 



Report of SA ROBERT T. FIBLDHOUSE, Q/l 3 /$k at New York. 

) 
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liefer once is made to your memorandum of 
lO,' 1954* captioned as above, your reference 

I ^ jeL 3 .ufc. .. ... it . et m * m * ' j*. v m * m 6 






ivpq., oapsionea as aoove, your reference 
[SJ 1 I wherein you requested this Bureau to forwar d j 

-i 

— 1 You also requested that thi — -■ 

^ Bureau indicate whether or not our Interest in Sfe*p«nkowgkvr i ^~^ 

There follows a summary of in formation Penary , 

( S ) ^he subject. I y 

-^garding-the matter of malting known to the Swiss our interest SwsO 

(S) I |it is requested that this Bureau not be Identified ' * : '• 

as ene source of this summary and that our Interest in Jl 

Stepankoweky remain confidential. 

@C t St epankowsky was born on January 13 , 1885 , at ■ (f 

* /fiChemokozintsi, Ukraine. It was reliably reported that . in 

l fflh and T908, he worked in Geneva, SwitaerlandA a A / 

?®Tlf Sf W >ndent for a Ukrainian paper p^litfMsT ifrKiev. In /// 

. 1908 lre < jj»nt to London, where he continued his /"V/w i 

Tokon—HL^a^^eaponuent for that’ publication. In Au®iis^TC9i4t he / l i /) 
®^"-^%Ufned to Switzerland and founded the UkrMniWlrboraation 1/ / /% 
ML.ZZ?urefeu,at Lausanne, Switzerland. g» operated? mi a Bureau V^l/ A) ; 
thrb o —a nt 1 1 1924 . and during-that time it functioned as a news % f ] 

Parsons — i a , ^ Q ~ . ''O 

S I= HWS ! .gp:sb ti y (SEE NOTE OB BuffilSjf fo-* ^ ^ Ar g 

Sizoo 

Winterrowd 



BY COURlE^C 



rno.-,~. 



^dr_CLASSIFICATION PER OGA LETTER DATED 1/3/2012 
| g l f 4 1 OCT 1 9^ 0|$KfUBST I AL 

y J 




i'cJ 1921 
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•S ECRET 



(S! 

(S) 

(S) 




f athering agency* & branch office was maintained in ■ 
tockhol® In expedite me receipt of publications from 
Uuasia. A news bulletin c«Aled ’‘Ukralnia" was also 
published bp mis Bureau in addition fee the regular news 
dispatches seat,, through Salas telegraphic channels.*. 
Stepankowsky entered the united States la 192(9 and at 
present resides InHew York Uity> ; 

An admitted forma® 1 ' Soviet' espionage agent in 
the United State# * advised that in 19til or early 19142, 
Btepankowsky was furnishing information on Ukrainian matters 
to a Ukrainian newspaperman, who*, Is turn* furnished the . 

3®i©©> Sdiriat fiptoit&g# tfe# 

Uatted States who died 




fb# above informant also advised mat Solos 
had 'direct contact with Stepaakowsky and mat the letter 
was paid a regular salary t&fr* his services* Another informant# 
who has provided both reliable and unreliable information 
in the past* has advised that a contact of his in Switzerland 
in 19 £t Informed him that Stepankewsky In about l91o had 
bees a member of what was described as the original Bolshevik 
Propaganda Bureau In Switzerland and mat' me Swiss 
Police had a dossier os- ■— «— 



HOHEi 

The confidential sources mentioned above are Stepankowskyj 

Elizabeth Bentley^and G unthev B einhardiu- -BiaaeminatlQfn 

of ii iSPa MBnChon l I not interfere 



with or jeopardize any current Bureau Intelligence 
opAnatlori ot» ImrAatTgfltlnn. Afl a matter of fflftt. the 
Informatio n 



bl per OGA 



might assist in substantiating certain of the 



all ega tlons made againstthes ubject • 
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from:: 



October 15* 1951}. 

Assistant Chief of Staff* S-2 
Department of the Army 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25* s* 



«4' Subjects 

/ 



Attention? Chief* Security Bivision 

John Edgar Hoover* Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
O 

PLADIMIB STSPASKWSIEf, with aliases 
W. A# Stepankowsky, '• 

Vladimir A* Stepaakiwsky, 

Vladimir Stepankovsky* 

Volodimir Stepaakiwsky* 

Victor SfcepankowskI, 

W* J. Stephankowsky, 

V* Stepankoaki, ; 

Vladimir Stepankivskij* 

Wladimir Stepankowskl* 

Vladimir Stepanakowsky 
IHVSRHAL SHCUSm - 8 




'I ^ ^ 

<o^ 






Tolson — 
Boardman . 
Nichols _ 
Belmont _ 

Harbo 

Mohr 



Stepankowsky »aa born on JAnuary 13* 1-885# at 
*' Uk&LS&u .... Jit ,«** x&gm 

1907 and 1908* he worked in Geneva, Switzerland, and was a 
correspondent for a Ukrainian paper published ia^Siev* In 

1908 he went to London, where he continued his work as a 
depcespondent for that publication*- Jb August,! 91|» ^ 1 1 n 

to Swit 55 @i*lEBd and found©*! ths IJkr&lBian 
Bure^febt Lausanne* Switzerland* He operated Itiis Bureau 
**ntil mm and during that time it functioned as f 
mkherlm agency* A branch office was maintained fh - - 

WmmoiM' to expedite the receipt of public atio^froa 
A news bulletin called **BkrainIa 0 was also published^, 
this Bureau in addition to the regular: news ^ 

through Swiss telegraphic channels* Stepankopaky 
United States in 1929 and at present reside*: w Ci ty* 



% 



% 






Parsons __ — - 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo 

Winterrowd 

Tele. Room 

Holloman _ 

Gandy 



HWSsegp 



O As, AS? 




V- 'fif& 



***••*•*& * eelf*jadaitted former 
dspionage agent, advised in Hovember, 19b$, that in 

*!P* ® was furnishing information 

on UKftainlan matters to a Ukrainian newspaperman, «ho, in 
furnished the information to JacebcSlotj Bentley*® 

#gpionag0 I 

«* * wtw.. 1 ! ¥ been reUahly reported that Stepankowsky 
la a . brother«4n«l aw of Alexander SevriUkp who formerly was 
believed to have been an advisor to Alfred Eeesnfeerg* hiiii 
Bail Party official in prs**war and wartime Oenaany . An 
informant, who had furnished both reliable and unreliable 
information in the past /"-has advised that it was his 
understanding tftat^ln lv4?f 'thO^Barfflaa; Becreb Berviee dossier 



files to 
Wash!: 
these 



on Bevriuk* which dossier "'contained references to 

was transmit ted intact with numerous other 
Intelligence Division in the Pentagon in 
- ** wa ® this individual^ understanding that 

— -- -lies were stored in the .’basement of -the- Pentagon# 

<VrJ^7kin view of the allegation by Elisabeth Bentley 
regarding the subject, it would be appreciated if you would 
make available to this Bureau any pertinent Information 
available to you on the sub jest of this ease# 



-"-(Gunther Reinhardt) 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 




DATB: 11/29/5H 




Director, FBI (65“5>898l) 

SAC, New York (10 5-3 2 UU) 

ECT: VLADIMIR JACOB ^STEPANKOWSKY, was 

IS-R 



Attached hereto are seven copies of the report of SA ROBERT T. FIELD- 
HOUSE, NY, dated as above. i 



The interview with the subject on io/13/54 was conducted primarily in ' 
connection with the case captioned "MICHAEL TKACH, was IS-R", Bufile 100-290503, 
to ascertain the possibility of his obtaining employment with the "Ukrainian 
Daily News." ! ' • 

The subject expressed no interest in attempting to approach MICHAEL 
TKACH to seek employment with the "Ukrainian .Daily News" and indicated that he 
did not feel such an at tempt could be successful. He also indicated that when 
he was contacting TKACH for information which he furnished to C-2, U.S. Army, 
TKACH did not confide in him to the extent 6f discussing important matters re- 
lating to the "Ukrainian Daily News" but merely talked of general conditions. 

■ I 

This case is being placed in a pending inactive status in the NTO until 
results of inquiries in Switzerland are received from CIA. . 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROI: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01 - 11-2012 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



ForaNo.l 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



m YORK 



DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

MADS n/ol.. ia/i v 



9/2U; 10/13 j 



ROBERT T, FIELfflOU^ 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



VIMlfflR JACOB 3TEPANK0HSKY, was 



BTEMAL 3ECTJRITI-R 



.'Subject interviewed 10/13/54 and described approach made by Sovi 
und 1933 attempting to persuadde subject to penetrate Ukrainia n nation 
ups, which he declined to do. f Subject says he met a man named 
fice of the ^Ukrainian Tlailv News 3 bu t they were not friends. Accordi 

members of the Ukrainian Section 

, were close associates of the subject. Subject denied knowing a pers 
ANSK1. who. according tol [introduced him to the sub.iect. 



subject was,, interviewed on October 13, 1954 by SA| 

^and the writer. He was questioned concerning the stat 
hal history resume furnished to T-l, of known reliability 
time after 1933 he was approached by an unknown Soviet ag 
t his services but they had quarreled and the agent reali 
d the Soviet regime. 



au- ( 65-5898 
York (105-3 



PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS REPORT 1$ LOANED 
TO WHICH LOANED. 
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NY 105-3244 • 



•h :. - . 

After the agent contacted the subject at' the resj^ 
to;. the Hotel Rbx. Where the subject resided, ■' The; agerit spoke : Rissiany. 
stout in- build and was in his early.; ;40»s } had dark hair-" and'd^ea.radi'^?? be- 
•Jewish. As STEPMK0W3KY . now ' recalls, the agent t spoke., in ;■ general .terms.' arid W- 

suggested that. if .he, STEPANKOWSICY, could penetrate Ukrainian : riati.o.riaiis t groups 
it would be of interest. ,y .. 

. 1 '.-The subjectdthen'idld;tt^\ag.eptithat;theye?wds.jiothin'g3hh^w^d 

care to do and indicated he was 1 not synipatheticw ith Marxism, , A heated, dis- 
cussion of Marxism followed: arid the agent finally commented. that' he believed 
the subject hated.., 1 »us M , with reference to the Soviets. p" ■... 

STEPAMKOWSKT said he is- not certain but believes the agent may . . 
have tried to contact him on one other occasion. > y " , ; , h.' 'V.,-' 



The subject was a&ked about;.his associati6n::wi.th 



| ' | who v*ere active in the Ukrainian Section of the- Communist Party 'and ’ 

close friends, of the sub.i ect ~ according • to I 1 " Immigration ■ and. 

Naturalization consultant in . Detrpity-'^bhigan.,' ’ --The subject: S'aid'he once met-a ; 
m a n named | [.at the offic e ' of the ' »!lk raini£in Dally News’*, but was /not a“. ., 



"bo • 
'.b7C • 



friend, of his and did not known. 



wife. 



- , y/Y The congressional Committee on Un-American Activities , report on the 
American-Slav Congress arid associated prganizatipn, House Report number -1951, • ; 
April' 2 6 : , 1950 , cited the.. «ukr ainiari ;paily '.News® . as ' Cbnpariistf' ■ , ; y ;vy. i .. 

TfifTT.T.TfiM- ni TKT.T, wn w.T.T. -/ self -admit ted former' member of the Communist 
Party in Detroit, Michigan from 1^ 29 through 193.6, 
in March, 1953 that 



advised SA I 

was;. a member of the Hamtramck Section of the 



Communist. Party from 1929 to 1935 • In’ 



bold.NOhELL he was. in . . 



. b6 
•b7C 



-Rouble witn. the Immigration and Naturalization Service, and; he - thereafter moved; 

to New York. • ; ' -Y Y-y ■ y ' ' i ' ■' v; hp ri ■ .5 :• • ■ 

' ' ' . • The immigration and Naturalization Service, New York City advised pn 

July 6, 1954 that I ~~| v;as then being’ detained on Ellis -.Island as a 

subject of deportation proceedings. . ■ ; . , :, \.;p-Y,.. g YY : . p • y . 

The 5 subject when interviewed on lO/i.3/54 denied any association with . 
an individual named CYGANSKI or ever hearing of such a name.. ] I 

previously mentioned* hasjs.tated that he was introduced to the subject by one: . , 

CTGANSKI ; iri 1933 and 'thaq fcYGANSKr w as -liaison of ficer between the Communist - party ,. 
, and nationality front groups, in the, New. York area; p. yy p.y :yp:h.-y;.y;./ , .; 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 



INFO WITS 

Id e ntit y - 

of Source 



Date of Activity Agent to File Number 

And/or Description Date whom where 

of Information Received Furnished Located 




Contact with 
Soviet agent 



7/12/5U SI ROBERT T. ,10$-»-71 
FIEIDHCU3E ' ; j\ . 

■ • ' ' ' • ' / ; . '■< 

V' • ■ 



At New York, 'New York 

— — . 

Will await completion of investigation abroad to contact Swiss 
authorities for information on the subject® 



REFERENCE Report of SA ROBERT T. FIELDH 0 U 5 E, New York, 9/30M' 
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ILL INFORMATION COHTAIIED 

HERE II IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 12-15-2011 BY 60324 UC BATJ/SAB/RYS 



Tier 



'laken 



SAC, Warn fork (65-18436) (o rtginal and l) January 4, 1955 
Director, FBI (65-85062) | 






There is attacked hereto one co 
watery memorandum received from 
^T<>» 13-22-54 dated December 




Tour attention is alee oalled to your 
file on Tiadimtr Stepankcmky, 105-3244, 

mu should rmtew yeur files on the 
subject and Stepankcmky in relation to the in feme- 
ti&m pr&vid&& l*> r&vf$mng 

year files on the subject and Stepmkcmky, you 
should furnish the Bureau with your analytic of 
the information provided in the attachment as- if 
relates to the move on levin and Mepanmwky* 

Tou are likemise instructed m submit the results 
of your file reviem and your comments oonoerntng 
this matter under both the levi'h caption «*n.S the 



Attachment 



/ cc - 



fork (105-i 



- 58981 (Tladtm.tr St 



PMBibsh.jU 

(6) 



' 

\mtr Stepankomky) S 

1 -—T 



■ ,:; k5Rb®co®w' 

17 °' 7 o»oW«« l 

XTSIX’S 1^.° — — * —- 



;7.JAN1319H 



YE££QW 

DUPLICATE 

JAr^ *» 4 1951 

MAILED. 



OfeivUNAL CQEX gJL.FJ) 



- B£CRdf - 



cc r^'*, formal! 



i| -y 6 ' 

ALL IMFOMTIOII COHTAIHED ‘ i 
HEREIN 15 DICLASSIFIED EXCEPT' ’ 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 



EXEMPT ID FROM AUTOMATIC 
DECLASSIFICATION 
- .AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 

.FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
EXEMPTION CODE ZSX(1J 
DAT! 01-06-2012 



65* 






CLASSIFICATION PER OGA LETTER DATED 1/3/2012 



Satei 

Tot 



From 



jmoryM, IMS 

Ptmtor (orig. 

mm monmii mw 

M$0 S Street, Northwest 
mohington, S, Q* 

itteRttoRf Ur, Jaws 



Subject! l AM - 

k U J mOMM - M 



per OGA 




cpttmi (,«»(« ” >«*<“ 

tt oporott.™ «/ ** V, r • «o «»» 

nt * has fewalw tmt mm « . 

rslkionsMp httsean * 8 — | d<jted 

fhe report a/ #>«<«* ^ b7c 

jferefr 3, IMS, »w W* 1 *??/* 

£*i. Jilin itefc* t#> inUr * U 



'' ^ 



*r c ir5«f *. w u: wS» * 

tktt M W«'* ‘^YJS l"rttrt loitto. SB 
tki rtttnitm •} com to W W* •* 

mrgelin advi&ei that JMJ P t^mlU* and one-time 
to h(s and fc Herman *#fMM ^„:/gL c0 nI50M^ ft**** . 
^Z 3 iMeter m cmittee for an *«'« *t 

Parsons _ — ■ j _ , ~ aQG } g-pGfi frO ® S k'y J 

Rosen - — y jj^CC m SOZMmrn^ 10 ^ ■ 

Iw^ ;j ' mr /M V 

Holloman - , * «■ 









-mmm - 





‘ In mmmiim with Berman Ber 
referred to the report of Special Agent 
dated Member W 0 18SS, at Mew fork Gity in the captioned ' b6 
matter, a copy of which ms furnished to you* This report b7c 
partially identified one Berman Bernstein as a clothing 
manufacturer* ' Also* m u are referred to the report of 
Special Agent] \ described hereinbefore , which Mentioned 
One formas Bernstein, associated with Btepankomky, m-d 
journalist and a former Minister to Albania* 

Concerning the Abe Shoenfeld of the American Jewish 
Committee msatfoastf Is your mmoran^m of reference,; you are 

advised that Bhoei^eld, at thit time m- investigator for the 
■American Jewish Committee who had his office at SOS .park Avenue, 
Mew fork City, ms interviewed on January S3, 1954, by agents 
of this Bureau , Shoenfeld advised that he was acquainted with 
Ralph Irving Goldman and IrninB* Lester and stated that he 
recalled that Goldman in about 1948. ms interested In investt*' 
.gating certain Arab groups or individuals. Be advised- that ■ 
he had no knowledge of Goldman's investigations and Might have 
been approached by either Goldman or let, ter for information 
on persons or groups but could mi recall the exact part icuMrc 
of any of these' contacts* Me did not recall receiving any 
money f from either le&tsr or Goldman*, It is noted that both 
Shoenfeld and Stepankomky are connected with the American 
Jewish Committee* 

On the basis of the information'- available, it is 
sot possible to state whether all of the foregoing information 
regarding Berman Bernstein relates to one individual of -that 
nme of tv two separate individuals of that name* As you 
know, levin and iehun Bernstein operate a dress Manufacturing 
business in Israel • The fact that Levin ms in contact with 
Remain- Bernstein, allegedly a clothing manufacturer, during ■ 
the, latter part of 195$, would possibly indicate- f hat- -such ■ 
contact wet relative to Levin zndmhtm Bernsteins business* 

It is noted that levin has been in' contact with numerous 
industrialists in -Mew fork. City, Georgia, and Florida since ■ 
he has feists /fa tills country, which contacts have possibly 
been is connection with hie business interests in Israel* 

- . The above is for your information, . 'ft is requested ■ 
that the above data not be further disseminated* 



•- $ * ■ 
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Office Memot'ndum • united staws government 



Director, FBI (65-58981) 

S'C, Hew York (10p-32i|4) 

n 

VLADIMIR J/'COB S TBP ANKOI'JSKY , was 
IS-R 



5/23/55 



Re CIA letter to the Director, 4/26/55 »1 



It is contemplated by the 1IY0 that the subject^ will be 
re -interviewed concerning the data set out in relet* The ^ bl 
in t e r r o g a t i on will be c ondu c t e d in a manner which will not di sclose 

‘ ‘ e nations I ~1 



the interview w 




\ Purther investigation in this case will b© considered 

after the subject has been re -in ter vie wed* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
WHERE SHOWN OTHERWISE 
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m’jmwMz 



tic?' <?.* Belmont 
Schweppe 



Assistant Attorney general Corig and one ) 
William F* Tompkins 



July 22, 19 $$ 



Director, FBI 



* * 
-> / ■■ / 



ft DIO LAS S I F I CAT I Oil AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 01-11-201Z 



‘ JACOB STFPAmCONSET, with aliases 

internal security - b 



Deference is made to reports previously trans- 
mitted to the Justice Department in this case and specific 
reference is made to the following reports t 

The report of Special Agent\ I made 

October JO, 19$l, at Mew York* 1 

The report of Special Agent John B* Honeycutt 
made March 10, 19 $4, at Mew Orleans , in which report 
SHzabeth Bentley advised that Stepmkowsky had furnished 
information on Ukrainian matters which ms passed on to her 
superior, Jacob Ool os* 

The report^ of Special Agent 

made December 2, 19$3, at Newark, ~ in bnicti report !Y r 

Stepankowsky was referred to as a spy for Russia, France 
and Germany, 

The report of Special Agent Robert T* Fieldhouse 
made February 1$, 1954, at Mew York , in which report the 
subject denied furnishing certain information which reached 
Solos and in which he denied being or having been a Ccmmmiab, 

l; The report of Special Agent X.ohcri T* Fieldho:^ 

made August 13, 19$4, in which report the subject denied 
i attending Communist Forty functions and in which Leonard 
Batters on advised he had met the subject at Communist Farty 
meetings* 

The report of Special Agent Jame s Fax ton made 
July 29, 1954, at Detroit, in which report I 

stated he recalled the subject as a Comma 1 st party 

functionary in the Ukrainian field*. " 

Unclosed for your further information and 
assistance in this matter is one copy of the report of i * 
Special Agent Robert T, Fieldhouse made July 12, 19$$, \> ^ 

at New- York* ij - 

A '■ 1 * l> * * ^ 

Enclosure (1) "* <•- 

cc * St New t Yop} f. (10 $-3244) (for infermation) \ 
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Letter to Assistant Attorney General 
William F, Tompkins 



This case is being referred to you for consideration 
under Section Mia) of the Internal Security Act of 1$5Q 
and far consideration tender the espionage and related 
statutes * It should be noted that in spite of the subject *& 
denial regarding Communist activities , two witnesses have 
stated that Stepankomky did attend Communist Party meetings 
after his arrival in the United Jtates, In this regard 
you may desire to give consideration to the calling ~ of this 
subject before a Federal grand jury for interrogation 
regarding his past alleged Communist and espionage activities , 
It should also be noted that this subject has been given 
previous consideration under the Attorney General *s 
Be natural is at ion and Deportation Program* 

It would be appreciated if you would advise 
us of any action taken by you regarding the captioned 
subject. 
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Office Memorandum 



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



^ S ^^ ^eC ^ 0:r>, ( 65“5898l) DATE: 7/12/55 

8 SAC, New York C105-32J4J.) 

SUBJECT: VLADIMIR JACOB STEPANKOW SKY, ’ was 
Is - R 

s ff Attached hereto are six copies of the report of SA 

ROBERT T. FIELDHOUSE dated 7/12/55. NY. / 

It is believed that sufficient investigation has hpen done 
to develop the subject’s background and activities as well as 
provide a basis for evaluating his present degree of dangeVousness 
from a security standpoint. Since all outstanding leads in.. this 
case have been covered and there is no indication of recent 
N- subversive activities or affiliations on the part of the sub- 
j| ject, it is believed no additional investigation is warranted 
11 at this time. Referral/ 




This case is being placed in a closed status subject to being 
reopened in the event information is received indicating - 
current subversive activities. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Form No. 1 

This case originated at 



REPORT MADE AT 



NEW YORK 



NEW. YORK 



DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY “ 

I . 2/li[,2k;3/8; 

[ 7/12/55 6/22,28/55 ROBERT T. FIELDHQUSE 

CHARACTER OF CASE 



VLADIMIR JACOB STEPANKOWSKY, was 



INTERNAL SECURITY-R 



synopsis of facts: Subject reinterviewed 6/22/55. concerning early 
activities and associates in Switzerland. Subject claims he left 
Switzerland in 1921). when his permit to. reside there was not renewed. 
He presently resides at 801)5 Kew Gardens Road and is no longer 
employed by Orman and Michelson, a real estate fim. 

S/I j/ 

- n - 



C - t\^l 



DETAILS: On June 22, 1955. the subject was reinterviewed at 

his residence, 801)5 Kew Gardens Road, Queens, New York, 
by SAS WILLIAM D. DONOHUE and ROBERT T. FIELDHOUSE. He was 
questioned regarding his early activities and. he related the 
following: 



He fled Kiev, Russia in October, 1907 following his arrest 
for political activities in connection with the Revolutionary 
Ukrainian Party, and traveled to Geneva, Switzerland where he ob- 
tained temporary work in an old Ukrainian print shop which pub- 
lished Russian pfevhlqtionary literature. Shortly thereafter he 
became the G ene'y at’corke spondent for "Rada, 11 a Ukrainian paper 
published in Kiev. 

In 1908 he traveled to London, England where, he continued 
his work as a corresponded for "Rada" until 1911).. Starting in, 

1909 he also , assisted oneuLOPATIN, the- London correspondent for_-L.L . f 
"Russkoye Slovo," the largest Russian daily, newspaper, When 
LOPATIN returned, to Moscow- about 18 months later, STEPANKOWSKY 
accepted the assignment as the London .correspondent for the paper on 
* AGTRCV ~fi i ) i™fc* J ' — 

:.. ■*>«* K-sT 



APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 



Special Agent 

IN CHARGE 



■ffOPlES DESTROYED 



COPI 

R 1 84N0V 17 isoU 



... COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

( ISOU , 



M Bureau (65-58981) (HM)’ y !,} M. 13- .1955 
1- INS, NYC (RM) . \| L 

3- New York. (105-321)1)) 
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a temporary basis and held this position to sometime in Y9 12. 

He claimed his activities on behalf of the ; S 
movement were well known to the Russians wnic is . 

T»pa*«ohq his assignment as a correspondent for Russkoye Slovo 

explanation of his " lth 

the paper, the subject commented tne Russians at tne time 
were^not violently opposed to Ukrainian nationalism and the 
advocates of Ukrainian nationalism were hot taken seriously. 

The subject was next employed as a branch 
manager of a company manufacturing twasas for m.aaj w^. 

He said he secured this, position as a result of his friend 
ship with the family owning the company. * 

In August, 1914 he left _ England, and went to 
(rnl icia and Vienna contacting individuals interested in tne 
Ukrainian nationalist movement to raise funds for_ establishing 
a Ukrainian news bureau in Switzerland. He traveled to Lausanne, 
LuzeSandlSa there founded the Ukrainian Information Bureau. 

EDMUND rELUSSO and DIMITRIviANUILSKf assisted the 
subject in the early years of the ’ 

MANUILSKY acting as a translator and 

He said PELUSSO and MANUILSKY were S 5hen 

because of their participation m strike activities.. We 
Swiss authorities contacted the subject concerning t e wo, 

le ?lld the Swiss that PELUSSO and SjXer- 

him to be. Socialists. PELUSSO and MANUILSKY left Switzer 
land in 1917 after the start of the. Russian revolution. 
STEPANKOWSKY said these individuals would not have been 
connected with Soviet intelligence at the time' ^ecaus ist^ 
q-uch activity would have been on the part of the Czarist 
“overmen” He indicated the only knowledge he had of in- 
tellisence activity relating to Russia was to tne effect _ ^ 

^•SSlT Russian government. 

Concerning DIMITEI MANUILSH, mentioned above, T-l, 

Z&TSg B SSi vik 

"fo“; of the leaders of the Comintern and directed 
activities of the Communist Party (CP) abroad. ,He. a .s 
headed the Comintern Secret Service according to T-l. 



2 





NY 105-3244 

The CP has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450.. 

1 The subject said he was casually acquainted with 

one%AFYLIAN in Lausanne. Switzerland. NAPYLIAN , who 
operated a publishing business there, was reported to be an 
agent of the French government* STEPANKOWSKY' said his 
association with NAFYLIAN wasjprompted by a journalistic 
interest in stories. , 

SVIATALO^^OMANOWSKY, who did general office work , ' 7 -^. 

for the subject, was married to his wife’s sister. The '• 

subject denied that tt% above ROMAN OWSKY was identical 
with, or related to the^^OMANOUSKY. who in a book published 
in Japan in 1920 alleged the subject was an informer of 
Russian intelligence in Switzerland. The subject recalled “T 
that at the time of his arrest by the .-Russians in 1917 he was 
interrogated by a group of Russian generals, .one of whom 
was named R0MAN0WSKY and was the chief of the Russian 
General Staff. He said General R0MAN0WSKY l*ter died in 
Constantinople and was not identical with either of the 
previously mentioned individuals Imviitig3 -name . 

The subject admitted he held a Russian passport 
in 1917 which he used to return from England to Switzerland. r 
He said HOLDEN^PORTER of the British Home Office had recommended'*'' 
he request a passport through the Russian Consul General in 
London, since STEPANKOWSKY was considered a Russian subject. 

This occurred at the time STEPANKOWSKY claims he was Coop- 
erating with officials in the British Foreign Office in re- 
vealing the conditions existing in Russia and the Ukraine. 

At this time the subject had also agreed to carry out a 
mission into the Ukraine acting as. a representative of the 
British who were interested in presenting certain proposals 
to the Ukraine. 



STEPANKOWSKY, when questioned as to the circum- 
stances connected with his departure from Switzerland in 1924., 
stated he was not expelled but ,f it comes close to lt* n 
He said his permit to reside or ’’right to sojourn” was not 
renewed and he was therefore obligated to leave Switzerland. 

He commented he recalls no specific charges were made against 
him but Swiss authorities mentioned a friend of his named 
i)E LSNGERKE was a British agent. He expressed the belief ^ 
Ms presence in Switzerland was no longer desired by 1924. 
because he had no more money. 
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HY 10^-32I{1}. 

The subject said he is no longer connected with the 
real estate firm, Orman and Michel son, as the partnership 
was dissolved* He expects to be licensed as a real estate 
salesman and a real estate broker and then intends to 30 into 
business for himself* 

T-l, previously mentioned, who was interviewed on 
March 8 , 1955* stated he had never known anyone by the sub- 
ject's name and he was unable to identify a photograph 
of the subject. 'With reference to the allegation the 
subject was an informer of Russian intelligence in Switzer- 
land around 1917* T-l commented in his opionion this 
would be possible but very unlikely inasmuch as there was 
no organized Soviet intelligence in 1917* 
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Since there is no indication of recent subversive- 
activities by the subject, he is not being recommended for inclusion 
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Assistant Attorney General (orig and one ) 
William F* Tompkins 



September 9, 



Director, FBI 



r./ 



VLADIMIR JACOB STEPANKOWSKY, with aliases 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 



Reference is made to our memorandum of 
July 22, 1955, in which we referred the case regarding 
the subject to you for consideration under Section 20(a) 
of the Internal Security Act of 1950 and for consideration 
under the espionage and related statutes* 

It would be appreciated if you would advise 
us of the current status of our inquiry • 

65-58981 
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Stepankowsky was bom 1-13-85 in the Ukraine . He received 
his elementary education at Bessarabia and attended the University of 
Kiev from 1903 to 190?. During these latter years he was a member 
of the Central Committee of the Revolutionary Ukrainian Party, which 
was composed of groups desiring Ukrainian independence . In 1906 he 
was arrested for political activities with the above party and was 
smuggled out of Russia in 190?. In 1907 and 1908 he resided in Geneva, 
Switzerland, and was a correspondent for a newspaper in Kiev . In 
1908 he went to London and in 1914 returned to Switzerland with the 
intention of devoting himself to the Ukrainian nationalist movement . 

He formed the Ukrainian Information Bureau in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
in 1915 a nd operated that bureau until 1924 . He was in contact with 
the British Foreign Intelligence Service from 191 7 to 1923 . He entered 
the US in 1927 in connection with a patent promotion venture and also 
spent a short time in Canada in this connection. He re-entered the 
US in 1929 • In 1933 he was in charge of the Ukrainian Pavilion at 
the Chicago Worlds Fair. He was arrested in August, 1937 » f° r over- 
stay of his visa and was given until March, 193B» to depart voluntarily. 

He went to Canada, secured a visa and was legally admitted to the US 
in March, 1938, at Detroit. He was naturalized on 11-15-43. Stepankowsky 
resided in New York at the Rex Hotel from 1938 to 193 2. He resides 
in Kew Gardens, Queens, New York. Recently Stepankowsky was associated 
with a real estate firm in Brooklyn . He has also done translation work 
for various newspapers in New York City. He intends to enter the real 
estate business for himself shortly . 

In February, 1946, and September, 1949 1 an informant of un- 
known reliability advised that Stepankowsky was at different times 
both a Soviet and German agent. Elizabeth Bentley advised in November, 
1945, that in 1941 or early 1942 one Stepankowsky was furnishing infor- 
mation on Ukrainian matters to Michael Tkach, editor of the " Ukrainian 
Daily News." Tkach in turn passed this information to Jacob Golos, 

Bentley *s Soviet superior. A representative of another Government j ''\ v 
agency advised that Stepankowsky associated with Tkach. ^ 

This investigation was initiated in August, 1951 > when an 
informant of unknown reliability advised that the subject loas very 
possibly working for Soviet intelligence. This informant advised the 
subject frequently defended Russia and the Communistic system in Russia. 
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Investigation and interviews reflected in 1924 Spepankowsky allegedly 
was expelled from Switzerland for being a German agent . It was noted he 
was described as an assocate of Leon Trotsky and as a German spy during 
k^orld Ifar I . He was also described as a mercenary inf ormat ion peddler 
who sold his alleged intelligence information to any bidder. It was 
reported that Stepankowsky *s information was prejudiced because of his 
desire to incriminate pro-Nazis and further the interests of the 
Ukrainian movement . Investigation established further that the 
sister of Stepankowsky *s wife married one Alexander Sevriuk, who 
allegedly was expelled from France for pro-Soviet activities and later 
became Hitler *s advisor on Ukrainian matters . In 1940 and 1941 Step- 
ankowsky was described as an informer of Albert Kahn , editor of the 

Communist newsletter -The H our. " Rentlev aAvised that Kahn was, a 

Communist. I 1 



- 2 — | Stepankowsky was also reported b7D 

to have been an acquaintance of Vassili Soukhomline, an alleged NKVD 
agent, jfr 1942 and 1945 Stepankowsky was in contact with the Soviet 
Consulate in New York City. He was a subscriber to the USSR " Information 
Bulletin" in 1948. An informant of unknown reliability described 
Stepankowsky as a dangerous opportunist who apparently was distrusted by 
all Ukrainian groups because he had served so many divergent and 
incompatible interests at various times. 









+ * 



Memorandum Mr • Branigan 

Ref erral/ Consult 

Stepankowsky ioaa not known to various informants of the 
New York office as a CP member or as a member of any pro -Communist 
organization . Investigation failed to establish any evidence of 
recent espiorigge or subvers ive activities on the cart of the subject . 



Stejpankowsky was interviewed on several occasions in 1954 
and again on June 22, 1955 • He professed to be anti -‘Communistic and 
to have done nothing prejudicial to the welfare of the United States . 
He denied contacting Jacob Golos or fu rnishing, informat i on^Michael 
Tkach as alleged bu El izabeth Bentley, \ 



| He stated that he was 

also acquainted with Albert Kahn of "The Hour," The subject admitted 
approach by a person believed by him to be a Soviet agent in April, 

1933 » for the purpose of persuading the subject to penetrate Ukrainian 
nationalist groups . Stepankowsky advised that he declined to do so 
and that he could not identify the contact. Stepankowsky stated 
further that he was not now and had never been a Communist .Referral/ Consult 

In view of the lack of recent subversive activities or 
affiliations on the part of the subject, he is not included in the 
Security Index . Pertinent reports have been disseminated to BAB, 

State, CIA and INSf^A memorandum 9-9-55 fkmthe Internal Security 
Division of the Department advised that a review of available reports 
reflected no indication that the subject was ever in possession of 
or had access to information respecting the national defense which 
was classified or otherwise under a prohibition against publication. 
Consequently the activities described by Bentley did not involve 
the violation of the espionage statute on the part of the subject. 

This memorandum further stated that there was no indication that any 
additional tangible information would be obtdned from the subject 
before a grand jury and, therefore, there was no basis to anticipate 
that any useful purpose would be served by summoning him before a 
grand jury at this time, a measure suggested in Bureau memo to the 
Department dated 7-22-55 • The Department advised further that there 
was insufficient information to warrant the conclusion that the subject 
comes within purview of Section 20(a) of the Internal Security Act of 
1950. Stepankowsky has been given previous consideration, however, 
under the Attorney General *s Denaturalization and Deportation Program. 

A review of Bureau references on Stepankowsky as well as the 
main file on him failed to establis h ami pertinent infornution requi ring 
further investigation at this time, I ~ ~ | 



| No: inf ormat i on 

has been developed indicating that his contacts or activities were for 

Referral/ Consult 
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other than purpose of penetrating possible subversive elements in 
order to gather low-level political intelligence. 

REnommimAir cm . 

In view of the above it is recommended that this case be 

closed. 
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